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Foreword

The medicolegal investigation of death is the most crucial and significant
function of the medical examiner within the criminal justice system. The
medical examiner’s office is primarily concerned with the investigation of
violent, sudden, unexpected, and suspicious deaths.

Forensic pathology is the branch of medicine that applies the principles
and knowledge of the medical sciences to the many legal issues within the
field of law. The medical examiner is responsible for determining the cause
and manner of death, identifying the deceased if unknown, determining the
approximate time of death and injury, collecting evidence from the body that
can be used to prove or disprove an individual’s guilt or innocence and to
confirm or deny the account of how the death occurred, documenting inju-
ries or lack of them, deducing how the injuries occurred, documenting any
natural disease present, determining or excluding other contributory or caus-
ative factors of death, issuing the death certificate, and documenting these
events through an official autopsy report. This autopsy protocol is a complete
medical record based on a thorough and conclusive review of all the facts
and information.

Forensic pathology, the science of recognizing and interpreting diseases
and injuries in the human body, is the basis of the medicolegal investigation.
The medical examiner provides the expert testimony if the case goes to trial.

Forensic Pathology Second Edition, written by Dominick J DiMaio, M.D.
and Vincent J DiMaio, M.D., provides the reader with more than 75 years
of practical, hands-on experience in the essentials of forensic medicine. The
material presented in this revised edition continues to be based on the per-
sonal experience of two forensic pathologists who are nationally renowned
experts in their respective fields. Dominick J DiMaio, M.D., a retired Chief
Medical Examiner of New York City, is currently a forensic consultant. He
served as the professorial lecturer in pathology for the State University of
New York Health Science Center at Brooklyn.

Vincent J DiMaio, M.D. is the Chief Medical Examiner for Bexar County
in San Antonio, Texas. He serves as a professor for the Department of Pathol-
ogy at the University of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio.
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The new and revised Forensic Pathology Second Edition begins with an overview
of the medicolegal investigative systems and then delves into the substance and
mechanics of forensic pathology. The authors present the essentials of forensic
medicine in a concise, lucid, and comprehensive manner. They omit superflu-
ous, confusing medical terminology and present medicolegal facts pertinent to
the many and varied cases discussed, and have added new case histories and
current information, bringing this remarkable text into the 21st century. Foren-
sic Pathology Second Edition is geared toward medical practitioners, medical
students, homicide detectives, medicolegal investigators, prosecuting and
defense attorneys, and others interested in forensic pathology.

The first edition of Forensic Pathology addressed and corrected the insuf-
ficiencies that existed between criminal investigations textbooks and medicole-
gal investigations textbooks and established a recognized reference standard
for medical examiners and homicide investigators. The second edition has been
completely revised and expanded to include current statistical information. It
has been updated and new photographs have been added, as well as two
additional chapters that address the concerns of the medicolegal profession.

The new chapter dealing with “Deaths In Nursing Homes” addresses
issues of improper health care resulting in drug overdoses, accidents not
involving medication, homicide, and gross negligence. The revised informa-
tion presents the dynamics involved in evaluating signs of neglect such as
contractures, malnutrition, dehydration and the various stages of decubitus
ulcers, which provide the practitioner with a frame of reference in a medi-
colegal determination. The chapter also addresses deaths caused by hospital-
bed rails and medical restraints.

The new chapter on “Sudden Deaths During or Immediately after a
Violent Struggle Unassociated with an Anatomical Cause of Death’ is, with-
out a doubt, an extremely important addition to this text. Deaths involving
police or medical personnel who were attempting to restrain a violent or
irrational individual are fraught with controversy. The medical examiner and
investigator must be cognizant of the necessity for a complete and extensive
medicolegal examination. The circumstances leading up to and surrounding
the death should be obtained, and any medical records of the deceased should
be reviewed. A complete autopsy with microscopic survey of all organs —
especially the heart — as well as a complete toxicological screen should be
performed. This chapter discusses the evaluation of excited delirium, cate-
cholamine release, potassium and their effects on the heart. Drug actions,
alcohol and acute psychotic episodes are covered, along with deaths ascribed
to positional asphyxia. The authors present important information on the
proper certification of death in these circumstances.

I have known Dominick J DiMaio for more than 30 years. In fact, he was
my mentor and instructor in forensic medicine when I was a young homicide
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detective in the New York City Police Department. When I retired as command-
ing officer of The Bronx Homicide, I became a homicide and forensic consultant.

[ have continued my professional affiliation with Dr. DiMaio and we have
been involved in many consultative investigations over the last 15 years. I
have also known his son, Vincent J DiMaio, M.D. for more than 21 years
and have had the privileges of his professional affiliation in the sphere of
medicolegal investigations and of editing his excellent edition in this series,
Gunshot Wounds: Practical Aspects of Firearms, Ballistics, and Forensic Tech-
niques, which is the recognized standard for the interpretation and evaluation
of gunshot wounds.

According to the latter, the success of the medical examination and the
homicide investigation is assured when a mutual cooperation exists between the
forensic pathologist and the homicide investigator. Teamwork is essential. This
teamwork is based upon a recognition and appreciation of each other’s duties
and responsibilities so that all parties can benefit from their contributions and
expertise in the professional investigation of sudden death and homicide.

In my professional opinion as an expert in the sphere of practical homi-
cide investigation, Forensic Pathology Second Edition is the must-have com-
panion text to Practical Homicide Investigation: Tactics, Procedures, and
Forensic Techniques Third Edition.

Forensic Pathology Second Edition provides an outstanding insight into
the investigation of death and serves as a brilliant guide for any pathologist,
investigator, or attorney who lacks the formal training of a board-certified
forensic pathologist. This text provides practitioners with a foundation upon
which they can build an excellent medicolegal investigation. The authors have
provided graphic and descriptive photographs throughout the text that high-
light for the reader exactly what to look for and how to handle specific
situations. This revision carries this textbook well into the 21st century.

Forensic Pathology Second Edition by Dominick J DiMaio, M.D. and
Vincent J DiMaio, M.D. continues to be the most comprehensive, definitive,
and practical medicolegal textbook on forensic pathology today

Vernon J. Geberth, M.S., M.P.S.
Series Editor - CRC Press, LLC
Homicide and Forensic Consultant
Retired Homicide Commander
New York City Police Department
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